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Lesson 2 Taken from AQA GCE AS/A Level Specification  
3.3 Unit 3 GEOG3 Contemporary Geographical Issues 

The climate of the British Isles  

 Basic climatic characteristics: temperature, precipitation and wind. 

 Air masses affecting the British Isles 

 Origin and nature of depressions. Weather changes associated with the passage of a depression. 

 

Lesson aim: What happens when two air masses meet over London? 
 
Prior learning: 
 Some understanding of synoptic charts and frontal systems would support the learning.  

 
Lesson objectives: 
 To re-enforce the learning related to characteristics of air masses. 
 To use data to show the links between key air masses and the passage of a depression  

 
Lesson resources: 
 http://weather.lgfl.org.uk/  
 Synoptic charts showing passage of a depression. 

 
Method: 
 Recap on the learning from the previous lesson including reviewing the characteristics of the air 

masses. 
 Explore the nature of the prevailing air masses affecting the UK e.g. tropical maritime and polar 

continental.  
 Look at up to date data from a location in the south and west of the UK and in the east. See what 

differences there are in terms of temperature and precipitation  
 Relate this to the dominant air masses in these two areas and see if the data support the characteristics 

of those air masses. 
 Use a synoptic chart on an IWB to illustrate what happens when the two air masses meet. This will need 

further exemplification and re-enforcement in future lessons. At this stage the basics should be covered. 
 The students should attempt to predict the changes in key elements of the data in two weather stations, 
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west and east. They should then investigate and record the data sets tracking the passage of a 
depression over 24 hours. This should cover temperature, precipitation, wind direction and air pressure.  

 This data should presented in a series of explanatory graphs that link through to a narrative around the 
passage of a depression.  

 If time allows this work can be linked to the synoptic charts.  

 


