
Key Stage 3 
Lesson 1 
 

Key Stage 3 Mathematics – National Curriculum 

 
1.3 Applications and implications of mathematics 
b Understanding that mathematics is used as a tool in a wide range of contexts. 

 
Lesson Objectives: 
 To be able to choose data from an online source to help problem solve 
 To complete a series of problems related to the data. 

 
 

Lesson Aim: Understanding how to describe and use data accurately 
 
Resources: 
 Web link http://weather.lgfl.org.uk/  
 Graph paper  
 ICT room 
 Video clip 8  

 
Outline of the lesson: 

1. Begin by getting the class to work in pairs and write or develop a one sentence statement describing the weather. 
This can be for the same day or the previous day. 

2. Capture some of the sentences and write up so they can be seen.  
3. Review with the class and identify what is lacking from the statements – i.e. accuracy of figures – degree Celsius, 

wind speed. 
4. So if we are to give a good description of the weather we need to be able to use some precise and accurate figures.  
5. Question the class as to how we gather that information and what sort of information might be helpful. 
6. Introduce the weather station online resource by showing the video clip listed in the resources. Then go to the 

weather station data pages at http://weather.lgfl.org.uk/  
7. Enter in the location nearest to the school and take a look at the home screen – this is full of data and we need to be 

able to do something with it.  
8. Demonstrate some of the link pages in ‘real time monitoring’ or ‘historic data’.  
9. Develop a set of age appropriate maths questions including all 4 number operations using the data on the local area. 

This will involve sifting data through time.  
10. The summary activity is now to re-write the description of the weather adding in figures and precise details.  
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